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The following organisations represent Age Alliance Wales:
Abbeyfield
 Cymru
Age Cymru
Al
zheimer’s Society Wales
Care &
 Repair Cymru
Carers Wales
Contact the Elderly
Crossroads Wales
Cruse Cymru
Deafblind
 Cymru
Disability Wales
Independent Age
NIACE 
Dysgu
 Cymru
P
RIME Cymru
RNIB Cymru
Action on
 Hearing Loss Cymru
CSV-
RSVP Wales
The Stroke Association Wales
University of the Third Age in 
Wales
WRVS
)Wales has the highest proportion of older people in the UK with nearly 1 in 4 people over the age of 60; this number has increased by more than 30% in the last 50 years[endnoteRef:1]. It has been estimated that in the next 10 years, the number of people aged over 65 in Wales will increase by about 5%, and the number aged over 85 will increase by 30,000[endnoteRef:2]. [1:  Welsh Government (2008). A Statistical Focus on Older People in Wales. Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/publications/focusoldpeople08/?lang=en]  [2:  Osmond, J. (2010) Adding Life to Years. Available @ http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/Files/AgeingPolicy_ENG_V2.pdf] 


Age Alliance Wales (AAW) was set up in 2003 and is funded by the Welsh Government. It is a powerful alliance of 20 national voluntary organisations committed to working together to develop the legislative, policy and resource frameworks that will improve the lives of older people in Wales. Collectively AAW member organisations possess extensive service development and service delivery knowledge in a range of policy areas. All organisations also act at a strategic as well as an operational level and many are membership based.



Age Alliance Wales aims to:

· represent the concerns and further the interests of older people in Wales to policy makers, strategic planners, and funders, 

· maximise the ability of each member organisation to fulfil their role of promoting the well being of older people, and 

· work with, and for older people through the co-operative use of the knowledge and expertise contained within the membership of Age Alliance Wales. 





Facts about older people in Wales 
Over-65s in Wales made a net contribution of over £1 billion to the Welsh economy in 2010[endnoteRef:3]. Meanwhile, the value of childcare provided by grandparents in Wales is £259 million and value of volunteering by older people in Wales is £469 million[endnoteRef:4]. [3:  WRVS (2011) Gold Age Pensioners: valuing the socio-economic contribution of older people in the UK (Welsh summary document), Cardiff: WRVS: page 1.]  [4:  Welsh Assembly Government website (2011): http://wales.gov.uk/topics/olderpeople/?lang=en] 


· Levels of long-term illness and disability are higher in Wales than in the rest of Britain - 5 out of 10 people between the ages of 60 and 85, and 8 out of 10 people over 85 have a limiting long-term illness[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  Equality and Human Rights Commission (2011) How Fair is Wales? p6. Available at; http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Wales/how_fair_is_wales.pdf] 

· 78% of older people with severe sight loss in the UK live in poverty[endnoteRef:6] [6:  RNIB website] 

· 1 in 3 people over the age of 65 lives on their own: for people over 85 it is nearly 1 in 2[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Welsh Government (2008). A Statistical Focus on Older People in Wales. Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/publications/focusoldpeople08/?lang=en] 

· Compared to the rest of the UK, Wales has a high number of older carers who are often in poor health themselves[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Yeandle S and Buckner L. (2005). Older Carers in the UK. Carers UK] 

· Around 80,000 pensioners in Wales rely entirely on the state pension and other benefits as their only source of income[endnoteRef:9] [9:  New Policy Institute / Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2009) The Poverty Site. Available @ http://www.poverty.org.uk/] 

· One third of people over the age of 60 in Wales are worried or very worried about their financial future[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Older People’s Commissioner for Wales website; http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/news/news/11-05-25/People_s_views_on_ageing.aspx] 

· The employment rate for people over the age of 50 is less than half that for those under 50[endnoteRef:11] [11:  Welsh Government (2008). A Statistical Focus on Older People in Wales. Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/publications/focusoldpeople08/?lang=en] 

· 1 in 4 working age people over the age of 50 have no qualifications: for the under 40s it is 1 in 10[endnoteRef:12] [12:  Welsh Government (2008). A Statistical Focus on Older People in Wales. Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/publications/focusoldpeople08/?lang=en] 

· Only around 10% of those aged over 60 in Wales are engaged in adult learning[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Equality and Human Rights Commission (2011) How Fair is Wales? p6. Available at; http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Wales/how_fair_is_wales.pdf] 


In order to address some of the issues highlighted by the above statistics, Age Alliance Wales will be working towards achieving the following:

· Older people and carers must have access to early intervention and preventative care services and access to rehabilitation support to help to maintain independence and quality life

· The Welsh Government must develop and deliver a financial inclusion strategy for older people to enable them to maximise their incomes and ensure that they have the skills and support to manage their finances effectively

· Older people must have the support and information that they need to maintain their independence, inclusion and wellbeing



For more information on Age Alliance Wales, visit the website; www.agealliancewales.org.uk
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